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Key Developments
(since May 2006)
	Abkhazia

Abkhazian officials and Russian peacekeepers alleged that Georgian forces laid new mines in Kodor Gorge in July 2006. In June 2006 Abkhazia threatened to mine the border with Georgia if Russian peacekeepers were withdrawn from the area. HALO struggled for demining funds in 2006 and output fell by 20 percent but as of July 2007 HALO’s program was fully resourced. HALO ended MRE in 2006. Casualties decreased significantly.



	Afghanistan

Afghanistan was unable to meet its 1 March 2007 deadline for stockpile destruction. It expects to finish by November 2007. From 2004 to April 2007 a total of 486,226 stockpiled antipersonnel mines were destroyed, including 463,807 in 2006. Taliban and other opposition forces have reportedly used antipersonnel mines. Funding shortfalls in mid-2006 forced the lay-off of deminers, and less contaminated land was cleared. To increase productivity UNMACA introduced a new methodology. Casualties continued to decrease in 2006. The first national victim assistance workshop was held in August 2006, leading to new disability initiatives.



	Albania
National mine action legislation was approved by the cabinet in 2007. UNDP support, due to end in December 2006, was extended for one year. In January 2007 Albania developed its National Clearance Capacity. DanChurchAid completed impact survey of the Kosovo border finding five unrecorded minefields. With the decline in mine casualties, MRE was reduced and integrated into school curricula to sustain low casualty rates. MRE did not expand to UXO hotspots as intended due to lack of funding. No new mine/ERW casualties were reported in 2006. Albania reported fully on its continued progress towards survivor assistance objectives.



	Algeria

In June 2007 Algerian authorities reportedly seized 2,500 antipersonnel mines trafficked from Morocco and destined for Algerian “terrorist groups.” Algeria became co-chair of the Standing Committee on Stockpile Destruction in September 2006. In November 2006 Algeria and UNDP signed a project document to support Algeria’s mine action program. Most of the increased casualties in 2006 were caused by victim-activated IEDs. In January 2007 the first in a series of capacity-building workshops was organized to boost the implementation of survivor assistance.



	Angola

Angola completed destruction of its stockpile of antipersonnel mines on 28 December 2006, just ahead of its 1 January 2007 treaty deadline. The Angola Landmine Impact Survey was completed in May 2007 for all 18 provinces; it identified mine/ERW contamination in 1,968 localities affecting 2.4 million people. Demining output in 2006 fell by 45 percent. Angola launched a revised demining program in August 2006, with extra capacity. INTERSOS left Angola at the end of 2006. MRE providers adopted a development-based approach; prioritization was based on LIS data. Casualties increased in 2006. Many rehabilitation centers functioned below capacity or not at all.



	Armenia

The EC-funded UNDP demining project ended on 31 December 2006. New mechanical assets were introduced in 2006 to increase clearance productivity. Two additional contaminated areas were found. The first major MRE program was implemented.

	Azerbaijan

In 2006 some 20 km2 was released, almost three times more than in 2005. A new demining machine was deployed in early 2007. School-based MRE expanded. There were fewer casualties in 2006; the majority were military. While ANAMA recorded 17 casualties, AzCBL recorded 35.



	Bahrain

The ICBL conducted an advocacy mission to Bahrain in March 2007 and reported that support for accession was intensifying.



	Belarus

Belarus destroyed its remaining stockpile of 294,775 antipersonnel mines, other than PFM mines. Belarus also destroyed the victim-activated components of 5,536 MON-type and 200,826 OZM-72 mines. The EC allocated €3 million (US$3,768,900) to destroy Belarus’ 3.37 million PFM-type mines, and in July 2006 launched an international tender process. The project was cancelled in December 2006. It is unlikely that Belarus will be able to meet its obligation to destroy its stockpile by 1 March 2008.



	Bhutan

Bhutan submitted its initial Article 7 transparency report. For the first time Bhutan revealed it has a stockpile of 4,491 antipersonnel mines, all of which it will retain for training. Bhutan also acknowledged for the first time its past use of antipersonnel mines, as well as difficulties in demining.


	Bosnia-Herzegovina

BiH destroyed more than 14,700 MRUD Claymore-type mines discovered during weapon storage site inspections. BHMAC started revision of its 2005-2009 strategy. BiH noted it would not meet its Article 5 deadline and started preparing an extension request. Delays in EC tender procedures contributed to a drop in the amount of land cleared in 2006; progress lagged further behind the national plan in the first half of 2007. New national mine action legislation was drafted by the Demining Commission. There was less MRE due to decreased funding for MRE in schools. Handicap International handed over a school-based MRE project to education authorities.



	Brunei

Brunei Darussalam became a State Party on 1 October 2006. It submitted its initial Article 7 transparency report. It has drafted domestic implementation legislation.


	Burma/Myanmar
Both the military junta and non-state armed groups continued to use antipersonnel mines extensively. Prolonged military operations in eastern states bordering Thailand increased mine contamination; Burmese migrants gave first reports of mine contamination in Mandalay division. Mine/ERW casualties increased in 2006. ICRC closed five field offices and was unable to serve conflict casualties in border areas. A survey identified 464 mine/ERW casualties in Karen state.



	Burundi

In September 2006 the government and Palipehutu-FNL signed a cease-fire which includes a ban on mine use. Burundi reported 610 antipersonnel mines in stock (not 1,212 previously declared) and that stockpile destruction would begin in May 2007. The UN Mine Action Coordination Center became the Burundi MACC on 1 August 2006, supported by UNDP. In April 2007 Burundi announced its plans to be free of mines and ERW by 2008. The Swiss demining agency FSD ceased operations in Burundi in 2007. MRE increased in 2006. Burundi presented a victim assistance strategy in April 2007 but has not submitted victim assistance objectives under the Nairobi action plan.


	Cambodia

Cambodia hosted a regional conference on mine action in March 2007. Demining NGOs cleared 15 percent more land in 2006 and released more than triple the amount of land. CMAA accredited demining NGOs but the RCAF did not submit to accreditation. In January 2007 seven CMAC deminers were killed. A new national strategy for MRE was approved and capacity increased, but MRE reached fewer people due to targeting of most at-risk groups. Reporting and destruction of mines and ERW increased. The 2006 decrease in casualties continued in 2007. An evaluation of the physical rehabilitation sector confirmed its inadequacy; it is reliant on international NGOs which reduced inputs in 2006.



	Cape Verde

Cape Verde’s stockpile of 1,471 antipersonnel mines was destroyed in June 2006 as part of a NATO exercise. Cape Verde’s Article 4 deadline for completion of stockpile destruction was 1 November 2005. The existence of the stockpile was previously unknown. Cape Verde has never submitted an Article 7 transparency report, and has not officially informed States Parties about its stockpile destruction.



	Chad

National implementation legislation was enacted in August 2006. Mines Advisory Group left at the end of 2006, greatly reducing clearance capacity. Inadequate funding and organizational disruption delayed demining and survivor assistance programs. Casualties increased fourfold, due to expanded conflict.


	Chechnya
Russian forces and Chechen rebels continued to use antipersonnel mines. In March-May 2007 a Russian humanitarian demining mission cleared 620,000 square meters of suspected hazardous areas at the Chechen president’s request. In 2006 the first rise in mine/ERW casualties since 1999 was recorded.



	Chile

Chile destroyed 1,292 antipersonnel mines previously retained for training and destroyed another 119 during training activities. Land release almost tripled in 2006 over 2005, but demining results in 2005 were over-reported. Chile started a survey on mine/ERW casualties to allow for better survivor assistance and compensation.



	Colombia

Colombia is destroying all its antipersonnel mines retained for training. FARC guerrillas continued to use mines extensively, and ELN guerrillas less so. Some police and army units have misused mine warning signs to create phony minefields to prohibit access to areas. In June 2007 the Presidential Program for Integrated Action against Landmines was created, replacing the Antipersonnel Mines Observatory. In June 2006 the Department of Humanitarian Demining of the Armed Forces (160 deminers) was created, increasing demining capacity. Clearance productivity in 2006 increased slightly. Colombia continued to register the highest number of mine/ERW/IED casualties in the world; most were military.



	Congo, Democratic Republic of
DRC reported ongoing destruction of antipersonnel mines found after its May 2006 completion of destruction of known stockpiles. Clearance productivity improved significantly during 2006; two airports were demined. MRE more than doubled in 2006, mainly for repatriating refugees. There was a significant decrease in casualties in 2006, but a smaller decrease in incidents. More people benefited from physical rehabilitation services.



	Cook Islands
The treaty entered into force for Cook Islands on 1 September 2006. It submitted its initial Article 7 transparency report and indicated implementation legislation had been drafted.


	Croatia

Croatia played a leadership role as the President of the Sixth Meeting of States Parties from November 2005 to September 2006. Croatia reduced its estimate of total contamination in December 2006 to 1,044 square kilometers, as a result of ongoing survey. Demining companies and NPA released 24.8 square kilometers in 2006 through clearance and technical survey, 10 percent less than 2005. Decreased funding reduced MRE delivery and training of MRE providers. Casualties decreased in 2006.



	Cyprus

Cyprus completed its stockpile destruction program on its 1 July 2007 deadline, destroying about 48,000 antipersonnel mines. Following EU-funded clearance under UN management, Nicosia city was declared mine-free in November 2006 after 30 years of contamination. By the end of 2006, the UN Mine Action Centre-Cyprus cleared 13 Turkish-laid minefields in the buffer zone. Outside the buffer zone Cyprus cleared two minefields in 2006. MRE was given to civilians in late 2006.



	Denmark

In 2006 Denmark allocated a further $6 million for clearance operations in addition to $14.5 million already budgeted. In December 2006 Phase 1 of the plan to clear Skallingen peninsula was completed. Phase 2 started in April 2007, to be completed by October 2008. Navy divers declared one part of the surf zone in front of summer houses on the peninsula cleared in April 2007.


	Djibouti

Djibouti adopted new legislation for implementation of the Mine Ban Treaty. A Landmine Monitor field visit in May 2007 found evidence of only residual mine and UXO contamination outside the French depot at La Doudah, but confirmed that an explosion in September 2004 was due to a fragmentation mine, previously denied by Djibouti.


	Ecuador

Demining productivity improved but remained behind achievements in earlier years. An EC monitoring mission called for improved sharing of information between the Peruvian and Ecuadorian demining forces and greater financial transparency by the OAS as manager of the project.


	Egypt

A joint UNDP/Egypt project signed in November 2006 for development of the Northwest Coast included a significant demining component. In May 2007 demining trials were undertaken by international operators. The joint project included improved MRE, casualty data collection and survivor assistance. Casualties increased in 2006; this increased rate continued in early 2007. Most casualties were civilians.


	Eritrea

In November 2006 the UN arms embargo monitoring group reported for the second time that antipersonnel mines had been transferred from Eritrea to Somalia. Eritrea again strongly denied the charge. International demining capacity continued to decrease: RONCO left in mid-2006 and in March 2007 Eritrea expelled the head of UNMEE MACC. MRE capacity increased and MRE was integrated into the elementary school curriculum. Casualties decreased mainly due to poor data collection and one incident in the previous year causing many casualties.


	Ethiopia

In November 2006 the UN arms embargo monitoring group for Somalia reported that the government of Ethiopia had transferred antipersonnel landmines to a factional leader in Somalia. Ethiopia strongly denied this. The mine action program was praised by two evaluations in 2006 and moved towards a more overt risk-management approach. In April 2007 UNDP and the European Commission signed an €8 million ($10 million) agreement to fund Ethiopian mine action in 2007 and 2008. Fewer casualties were identified in 2006, mainly due to poor data collection. Limited progress in achieving survivor assistance objectives was reported.


	France

In April 2007 France announced that plans to initiate clearance of antipersonnel mines around its ammunition depot in Djibouti in October 2006 had been delayed by internal legislation, but confirmed its determination to complete clearance prior to the Article 5 deadline.   


	Georgia

Opposition forces and Russian peacekeepers alleged that Georgian forces laid new mines in Kodori Gorge in July 2006 and in South Ossetia in 2006 and 2007. Landmine Monitor cannot confirm the allegations and Georgia denies any use.


	Greece

As of June 2007, with nine months to its deadline, Greece had not started to destroy its antipersonnel mine stockpile. Clearance of over 50% of known mined areas was reported by April 2007. Provision of survivor assistance for illegal migrants was agreed.


	Guinea Bissau

Demining productivity almost doubled in 2006, due to new mechanical assets. Handicap International ended its program in mid-2006. In May 2007 Landmine Action started a demining program. Preliminary opinion collection for a Landmine Impact Survey was conducted in 2006.


	Guyana

Guyana submitted its initial Article 7 report in October 2006, more than two years late. It is a “nil” report that indicates no stockpiles of antipersonnel mines, contrary to prior information.


	Haiti

The Mine Ban Treaty entered into force for Haiti on 1 August 2006.


	Honduras

Mines continued to be found sporadically in 2006 but no evidence of significant mined areas was found during a field mission by Landmine Monitor in early 2007. An MRE campaign was started in 2006 in the Honduran-Nicaraguan border region; it produced reports of 10 mines and 114 UXO, and identified 48 people injured or killed by mines and not registered or receiving assistance.


	India

Non-state armed groups continued to use mines and IEDs in many parts of India, particularly Manipur in the northeast. In August 2006 the Kuki National Organization in northeast India renounced use of antipersonnel mines by signing the Geneva Call Deed of Commitment. In early 2007 the army was demining in the Ramgarh sector of the Kashmir border with Pakistan and the police started demining in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand. In June 2007 media reported that the army had completed demining border land in the Chamb area of Jammu. ICRC handed over MRE operations to IRCS which planned expansion in Jammu and Kashmir. Casualties increased sharply in 2006, mostly from mines.


	Indonesia

Indonesia deposited its instrument of ratification on 20 February 2007 and became a State Party on 1 August 2007. It was conducting an inventory of its stockpiled antipersonnel mines.


	Iran

In February 2007 the Defense Minister reportedly declared that a 40-year timetable for mine clearance in Iran was being reduced to five years. The ICRC signed a data collection agreement with IRMAC and JMERC in 2006 but in mid-July 2007 casualty data was still unavailable.


	Iraq

Iraq acceded to the Mine Ban Treaty on 15 August 2007. Insurgent forces have made widespread use of command-detonated IEDs, but only limited use of antipersonnel mines and victim-activated IEDs. In the first six months of 2007, multinational forces seized 274 antipersonnel mines, 564 antivehicle mines, 142 unspecified mines and six Claymore mines. Clearance results were much higher in 2006, primarily due to Danish Demining Group. The Council of Ministers closed the National Mine Action Authority within the Ministry of Planning in June 2007 without assigning responsibility to another ministry; the NMAA Director General was kidnapped in May 2007 and as of August had not been heard from. Reliable casualty data for 2006 was not available, but a data collection project was scheduled for September 2007. NMAA capacity on survivor assistance deteriorated further, as did access to and adequacy of services.


	Israel

The UN Mine Action Coordination Center South Lebanon accused Israel of laying antipersonnel mines during the July-August 2006 conflict in Lebanon. Israel denied the charge. In 2007 a mine casualty was recorded in Israel.


	Jordan

Jordan hosts the Eighth Meeting of States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty on 18-22 November 2007. Jordan has drafted national implementation legislation. In 2006 clearance productivity improved due to increased capacity with the introduction of Norwegian People’s Aid and NPA’s use of the raking technique. In 2007 NPA introduced mine detection dogs. A Landmine Retrofit Survey, initiated in 2006, was due to be completed by the end of 2007. Mine risk education has not increased as expected after the strategic planning workshop in 2006.


	Kazakhstan

In March 2007 the government of Kazakhstan in cooperation with others convened a regional workshop on mine action. The Deputy Minister of Defense said that some 3,000 stockpiled antipersonnel mines had been destroyed three years ago and that there was a plan for further destruction.


	Korea, North

Several international aid organizations ceased operations in 2006-2007 because of government constraints. On 1 March 2007 UNDP suspended operations in DPRK. UN economic sanctions were imposed in October 2006.


	Korea, South

South Korea acknowledged for the first time that it is producing self-destructing antipersonnel mines, designated KM74. It stated that it produces Claymore mines only in command-detonated mode. South Korea exported about 1,000 Claymores to New Zealand in 2006. The latest estimate of contamination is much increased from the 2003 estimate (22 km2).


	Kosovo

A province-wide survey by HALO in late 2006 found suspected contamination in excess of official estimates. Demining in 2006 cleared 37 percent less than in 2005. In 2007, only one international demining agency remained in Kosovo. There were no mine casualties for the second concurrent year. A National Council on Disabled People was established.


	Kuwait

Kuwait acceded to the Mine Ban Treaty on 30 July 2007.


	Kyrgyzstan

The Danish Demining Group and a local NGO completed a survey/marking/MRE project in October 2006, confirming and marking three suspected minefields.


	Laos

Laos stated on several occasions its intention to join the Mine Ban Treaty soon. Demining productivity by UXO Lao sharply increased with transition from mine clearance to battle area clearance. The National Regulatory Authority distributed a draft of Laos’ first national standards. It also began installing IMSMA as part of the development of the first national database. GICHD completed and operators field-tested a risk management and mitigation model. A national strategy and standards for MRE were drafted.


	Latvia

Latvia completed destruction of its stockpile of 2,490 antipersonnel mines in August 2006, while retaining 1,301 mines for training purposes.


	Lebanon

The UN Mine Action Coordination Center South Lebanon accused Israel of laying antipersonnel mines during the July-August 2006 conflict in Lebanon. Israel denied the charge. A local Hezbollah commander allegedly ordered the use of antipersonnel mines in ambushes on at least two occasions. Fatah al-Islam reportedly used booby-traps during fighting in the Palestinian Nahr al-Bared refugee camp in 2007. Clearance of an estimated one million unexploded submunitions left by the Israeli invasion was the primary focus of demining operations from mid-2006; almost 120,000 submunitions had been disposed of by end-May. Lebanon approved a new national mine action policy in March 2007, transforming the National Demining Office into the Lebanon Mine Action Center. The 2006 conflict caused an upsurge in casualties, which data collection is inadequate to capture. A new mine action policy included survivor assistance but relied on NGOs for implementation with international donor support. Service provision was severely hampered by the 2006 conflict.


	Liberia

Liberia attended the Standing Committee meetings for the first time in April 2007. It has not submitted an Article 7 transparency report since October 2004. Landmine Action started conducting MRE in 2006.


	Libya

The Anti-Mines Association reported major demining operations on the borders with Chad and Egypt. In February 2007 it was agreed that GICHD will provide technical assistance and training.


	Macedonia

In July 2006 FYR Macedonia destroyed all 4,000 mines previously retained for research and training purposes. In September 2006 FYR Macedonia declared that all mined areas had been cleared, meeting the Article 5 requirement (UXO clearance continued in the south). The government implemented MRE in schools and public events.


	Malawi

In May 2007 Norwegian People’s Aid initiated a survey of suspected hazardous areas.


	Mauritania

A Landmine Impact Survey greatly reduced suspected hazardous areas to 76 square kilometers. The national program was transferred to civilian control in 2007 following a November 2006 decree. Demining resumed in 2006, after suspension in 2005 for lack of funding. A survivor needs assessment was completed in March 2007. The LIS identified 14 recent casualties.


	Moldova

In May/June 2006 Moldova destroyed all antipersonnel mines (249) previously retained for training. 


	Mongolia

Mongolia re-stated its aim of joining the Mine Ban Treaty in 2008, and said it would prepare a voluntary Article 7 transparency report. Parliament passed an amendment in December 2006 permitting information on antipersonnel mines to be made public. The Armed Forces undertook an assessment of its antipersonnel mine stockpile, and determined the funds and time required to destroy the mines.


	Montenegro

Montenegro became an independent state in June 2006 and a State Party to the Mine Ban Treaty on 1 April 2007. Montenegro transferred its stockpile of 199,387 antipersonnel mines to Serbia for destruction, which was completed on 16 May 2007. A general survey of the border with Albania was conducted jointly with Croatia in July 2006. In March 2007 Montenegro reported it would declare itself “impact-free” by the end of 2007.


	Morocco

Morocco provided a voluntary Article 7 transparency report on 28 August 2006. The Royal Moroccan Army started demining operations in 2007. Increased MRE was undertaken in 2007. Casualties decreased in Morocco but increased sharply in the Moroccan-controlled part of Western Sahara (at least 16 casualties in 2006 and 13 to May 2007).


	Mozambique
Mozambique’s draft new four-year strategic plan awaited results of a “baseline assessment” in the central and southern regions conducted by HALO. At the end of March 2007 explosions at an arms depot spread ordnance across a neighborhood in Maputo causing many casualties. Reported casualties decreased in 2006 but data collection remained poor.


	Nagorno-Karabakh
Over 21 km2 of suspected hazardous areas were demined in 2006, a record for HALO in Nagorno-Karabakh. MRE reached 15,291 people, including 110 villages for the first time.  


	Nepal
After formation of the interim government in 2006 and subsequent peace process, officials indicated Nepal is moving toward joining the Mine Ban Treaty. The November 2006 Comprehensive Peace Agreement committed parties not to use or transport mines and assist each other to mark and clear mined areas. It committed the Communist Party of Nepal/Maoist to store explosives under UN supervision. The government set up a national mine action authority and a mine action center. A Nepali Brigadier General denied previous reports that a Nepali factory produced antipersonnel mines. He indicated Nepal has a stockpile of 3,000 antipersonnel and antivehicle mines. Civilian casualties increased in 2006 but decreased in the first half of 2007. National casualty surveillance was established. The new mine action technical committee became responsible for coordinating survivor assistance.


	Nicaragua
Nicaragua again postponed its target date for completion of mine clearance, to 2008, and warned that lack of international funding may make it miss the 2009 deadline. There were significantly fewer casualties in 2006. OAS funding was reduced and the government did not provide adequate alternative funding for survivor assistance activities.


	Niger
Armed groups were reported laying new antipersonnel mines in the north in May 2007. No demining in accordance with Article 5 had been reported as of June 2007.


	Pakistan
Non-state armed groups used APMs, AVMs and IEDs in Baluchistan and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas. In December 2006 Pakistan stated its intention to lay mines on its border with Afghanistan, but did not do so after international and domestic criticism. In April 2007 the government was considering opening a Training Center for Demining and Awareness. Casualties increased greatly in 2006. ICRC began construction of a new physical rehabilitation center near the Line of Control.


	Palau
For the first time Palau voted in favor of the annual UN General Assembly resolution promoting the Mine Ban Treaty.


	Palestine
Palestinian armed groups were reported as using landmines and improvised explosive devices, especially in Gaza, but it is unclear if victim-activated devices were used. The expanded conflict continued to negatively affect services for people with disabilities and the creation of a survivor assistance program.


	Peru
Peru enacted a law in July 2006 imposing penal sanctions for violations of the Mine Ban Treaty. Peru finalized clearance of the Chira river in 2006, clearing two mines. It announced plans to request a 10-year extension to its Article 5 deadline. Casualties continued to increase in 2006; unification and verification of casualty data was ongoing. Peru did not report specific progress in achieving its survivor assistance objectives, but some projects were undertaken.


	Philippines
In a few instances victim-activated improvised antipersonnel mines were used by rebels in 2006. The Philippine Congress again failed to take action on legislation to implement the Mine Ban Treaty. In early 2006 the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action provided advice on mine action to the Committee for the Cessation of Hostilities on Mindanao island. Casualties fell significantly in 2006.


	Poland
Poland backed away from plans to ratify the Mine Ban Treaty in the near future and instead declared that the Ministry of National Defense had determined Poland should not join before 2015. In January 2007 Poland said it plans to install self-destruct or self-neutralization mechanisms on some antipersonnel mines. Poland now plans to destroy stockpiled mines gradually over nine or 10 years. Poland submitted its fifth voluntary Article 7 report on 6 April 2007.


	Russia
Russian forces and rebels continued to use antipersonnel mines in Chechnya. There has been sporadic use of antipersonnel mines and IEDs by insurgents in other parts of Russia. In March-May 2007 a Russian humanitarian demining mission cleared 620,000 square meters of suspected hazardous areas in Chechnya. Social protection and rehabilitation for people with disabilities including mine survivors deteriorated. The five-year program for people with disabilities including a special plan for disabled war veterans was further developed.


	Rwanda

Technical survey in October 2006 was followed by clearance of three mined areas in Nyabihu and Rubaya by July 2007. Despite poor data collection, casualties continued to increase in 2006. New legislation and policies for people with disabilities were under development.


	Senegal

In August 2006 the president signed two decrees, establishing the national mine action authority and mine action center. In November 2006 the ICBL held an implementation workshop in Senegal. In early 2007 demining operations by the army in Casamance were attacked by the Sadio rebel group, killing deminers. Preparations for civilian clearance operations were ongoing; in June 2007 Senegal and UNDP signed a 30-month agreement for mine action budgeted at $19 million; $14 million had already been pledged by donors. MRE increased in 2006 and reached newly displaced people in northern Casamance. Casualties increased in 2006, for the first time since 2001, but no improvement in the poor state of healthcare for survivors. 


	Serbia
Serbia completed its stockpile destruction program in May 2007, destroying more than 1.4 million mines held by both Serbia and Montenegro. Over 1.2 square kilometers of land was cleared in 2006. Serbia affirmed its intention to clear all minefields by the end of 2008. Emergency UXO/MRE was conducted following an ammunition depot explosion.



	Singapore
The New Zealand Superannuation Fund and the Netherlands’ biggest pension fund, ABP, divested from Singapore Technologies Engineering due to its involvement in the production of antipersonnel mines.


	Somaliland
Community surveys for Phase 3 of the LIS in Somalia were completed on 28 June 2007. MRE increased in 2006 but casualties increased, mainly due to ERW. Phase 3 of the LIS showed significant unrecorded casualties.


	Somalia

In November 2006 the UN arms embargo monitoring group reported that the governments of Ethiopia and Eritrea, both States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty, had delivered antipersonnel mines to combatant groups in Somalia, including to a Geneva Call Deed of Commitment signatory. Both governments have denied the charges. There have been many reports of the use of “landmines” by combatants, but most refer to antivehicle mines or command-detonated devices. It is likely that some factions have continued to use antipersonnel mines, but Landmine Monitor has not been able to confirm any specific instances. Community surveys for phase III of the LIS in Somalia were completed on 28 June 2007. Also in June a UN interagency assessment of mine/UXO contamination was conducted in south central Somalia, after which UNDP drew up plans for a mine action center there.
Sri Lanka
The government has made credible allegations of use of antipersonnel landmines by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam for the first time since the 2002 ceasefire. Demining productivity reduced by 60 percent, as a result of renewed conflict as operators suspended work. Technical survey of all suspected areas planned for 2006 was postponed. MRE reached over half a million people, mostly those exposed to renewed conflict. Renewed conflict caused casualties to increase in 2006, prevented access to victim assistance services and implementation of the victim assistance plan.
Sudan
Sudan destroyed the first 4,488 of its stockpiled antipersonnel mines on 30 April 2007. Landmine Impact Surveys in Eastern Equatoria and Blue Nile state showed over eight percent of communities were affected. In 2006 UNMAO recorded the highest ever clearance totals for Sudan: over 7.75 km2 (six times more than in 2005). But conflict and reduced funding impacted on mine action. In August 2006 the LRA ambushed an FSD team killing two deminers. Fighting in Malakal led to the suspension of demining tasks; insecurity in Darfur was “heavily curtailing” demining. HALO left South Sudan in early 2007. More people (nearly 500,000) received MRE than ever before, with Darfur as a new focus. Casualties increased significantly in 2006, especially in North Darfur. A national strategy for victim assistance was drafted, but services remained limited.
Swaziland

In October 2006 a GICHD mission recommended technical survey of the suspect area. Umbutfo Swaziland Defence Forces deminers received refresher training and technical survey began in December 2006.
Syria
Mine/ERW casualties continued to increase in 2006 to the highest level recorded.
Taiwan
The Antipersonnel Landmines Regulation Act enacted in June 2006 banned production and trade, required clearance within seven years, and mandated compensation for mine victims. In mid-2006 the army formed its first humanitarian clearance unit and began trial demining on Kinmen Island in September. In April 2007 an army survey estimated over 70,000 mines were in 189 minefields on Kinmen.
Tajikistan
Despite funding constraints FSD doubled the land demined in 2006 to over 300,000 m2. In April 2007 Tajikistan declared there was “no possibility” of meeting its Article 5 clearance deadline. In 2006 40% (8) of casualties were boys. TMAC hired a victim assistance officer and started a needs assessment of survivors but assistance to survivors stalled due to lack of funding.
Thailand
A plan and budget for area reduction was approved in February 2007, to reduce area needing clearance from 2,557 km2 to 500 km2. Clearance fell again in 2006 and NGOs cleared more than TMAC, but cancellation of mine-suspected land doubled in 2006. Reported casualties decreased. A new survivor assistance plan was approved in February 2007.
Tonga

Tonga attended a Pacific-wide Mine Ban Treaty workshop convened in Port Vila, Vanuatu in May 2007; this was Tonga’s first participation in a Mine Ban Treaty-related meeting.
Turkey
Turkey destroyed its first 94,111 stockpiled antipersonnel mines in 2006. The government reported ongoing use of antipersonnel mines by the PKK. In July 2006 Geneva Call reported that the PKK signed its Deed of Commitment renouncing antipersonnel mines. In June 2007 Turkey announced a mine action plan which will meet its 2014 deadline for clearance of emplaced antipersonnel mines. There were significantly fewer casualties compared to 2005. NGO casualty data collection improved in 2006.
Uganda

Uganda provided different information on its mines retained for training, citing 1,798 mines of seven types instead of 1,764 mines of two types. It also reported that 202 mines had been destroyed. Some 360 suspected hazardous areas were identified and pending clearance as of April 2007. Less than 75 percent of the affected population received MRE. Reported casualties increased. Progress was made in survivor assistance.
Ukraine
The Mine Ban Treaty entered into force for Ukraine on 1 June 2006. In April 2007 the EC-funded project to destroy 5.95 million PFM-type mines was terminated by the contractor. Ukraine’s two Article 7 reports present varying information on stockpiled mines; the April 2007 report indicated a stock of 6.3 million mines, not 6.66 million as previously cited. On 22 May 2007 the EC agreed to help develop national standards and clearance capacity. The Department for Veterans Affairs was re-established.
United Kingdom
As part of a long-awaited feasibility study, a field survey was conducted from 2 to 23 December 2006, monitored by British and Argentine experts.  Cranfield University presented a draft report to the Joint Working Party in March 2007; the JWP planned to finalize the feasibility study before end-2007.   
United States
The Pentagon requested $1.66 billion for research on and production of two new landmine systems—Spider and Intelligent Munitions System—between fiscal years 2006 and 2013. Both of these systems appear incompatible with the Mine Ban Treaty. In June 2006 the US decided to begin low-rate initial production of Spider—the first production of antipersonnel mines by the US since 1997. The Victim-Activated Landmine Abolition Act was introduced in the Congress. The US government spent $108.3 million in fiscal year 2006 on humanitarian mine action programs in 28 countries, an increase of some $13 million from the previous fiscal year.
Vanuatu

Vanuatu submitted its initial Article 7 transparency report on 31 August 2006. Vanuatu hosted a regional workshop, Towards a Mine-Free Pacific, in May 2007.

Venezuela
Venezuela stated that it is still making active use of its emplaced antipersonnel mines to protect naval bases; this would seemingly constitute a violation of the treaty’s prohibition on use. Venezuela’s 2007 Article 7 report gives this continued use as the reason for postponing clearance of its small number of antipersonnel mines beyond the Article 5 deadline.
Vietnam
The ICBL undertook an advocacy mission in October 2006 and reported an increased interest on the part of Vietnam in the Mine Ban Treaty and its humanitarian objectives. In November the second phase of the Landmine Impact Survey started in two new provinces and communes of three provinces not covered in the pilot phase; fieldwork was completed by June 2007. The decrease in reported casualties in 2006 is made uncertain by poor data collection. In October 2006 a national plan to support people with disabilities, including SMART goals, was approved.
Western Sahara
Polisario destroyed 3,181 of its stockpiled antipersonnel mines in February 2007. British NGO Landmine Action started general survey, marking and training of local staff in mid-2006. Casualties increased sharply.
Yemen
In November 2006, 30,000 POMZ-2 antipersonnel mines were found in an old military warehouse. Yemen’s mine action program became fully national in 2006. Demining productivity increased (when compared with downward-revised results for 2005). Fewer mine/ERW casualties were reported than in 2005, but there are estimates of 48-72 casualties annually. A GICHD survey and ICBL visit found YEMAC survivor assistance services are limited and little known; psychosocial care and economic reintegration are lacking. In April 2007 there were unconfirmed reports of mine-laying during fighting between government and rebel forces.
Zimbabwe
The health system was reported to have collapsed; no improvements in assistance to survivors were reported.



